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Jeremy J. Stone : "Every Man Should Try": Adventures of a Public Interest Activist  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised "Every Man Should Try": Adventures of a 
Public Interest Activist: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I listened to the audio book and I loved it. There are so many great 
behind the ...By Michael GierI listened to the audio book and I loved it. There are so many great behind the scenes 
details about important historical events. The author made a career of coming up with solutions that would help create 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1891620142


peace throughout the world and he had the ear of world leaders. It's interesting to hear about the interactions between 
the USA, Russia, China, and others and Jeremy's part in all of it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An 
astonishing book of adventures in public lifeBy A CustomerJeremy Stone seems to have gotten involved, Zelig-like, in 
almost every major issue of arms control, national security, or global conflict over the last several decades. He crossed 
paths with everyone from Albert Einstein to Henry Kissinger to Mikhail Gorbachev to Carl Sagan. His "adventures" 
include some remarkable successes-- like singlehandedly stopping the CIA's practice of opening U.S. mail sent 
abroad-- as well as some clear failures. His accounts of these episodes, which are leavened by humor and self-
criticism, left this reader breathless and inspired. This is an amazing book about an extraordinary life spent trying to 
"change the world."1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Overall an interesting balanced readBy A 
CustomerI enjoyed the book it was balanced with both successes and failures and for those interested in the NGO 
arena, the book provided some keen insights into what goes on behing the curtain in order to get things done. I enjoyed 
it, of course like all bios it needs to be taken with a litlle salt.

Jeremy Stonea renowned, almost Zelig-like figure in the world of public interest activismoffers his antic, wry and 
moving memoirs of a life spent trying to make the world a better place.. There probably isnt another human being 
whos been involved with more issues as an activist than Jeremy Stone. Stone never intended it to be that way. Starting 
out as an academic mathematician in search of a job, he was asked by the Hudson Institute to finish writing a report on 
nuclear weapons for which the Institute had a grant but no writer. Stone became fascinated in the issue, and he ditched 
mathematics and began a life as an activist.As any reader of this book will notice, Jeremy is the sort of person who, 
once interested in a particular issue, becomes a bit obsessed. During his tenure as head of the 2,000 member 
Federation of American Scientists, Stone has been involved with just about every major activist issue of the past 
quarter century. He was crucial in freeing Sakharov; influential in getting arms control treaties signed; the secret force 
behind the arrest of the Shining Paths leader; the man who helped save Cambodia from a return of the Khmer Rouge; 
the scientist who discredited the sonic boom scare; and the one person who just might have an idea that brings peace to 
Kosovo. John F. Kennedy once said, Not every man can make a difference, but every man should try. Jeremy Stone 
took JFK up on his word, and this book is a wonderful memoir of his wild, sometimes successful, heartening life.

From Publishers WeeklyIn an unusual, event-packed memoir, Stone comes out from the shadows cast by his famous 
father, radical journalist I.F. Stone, by recounting his three decades of public interest campaigns on behalf of a variety 
of causes and issues. As head of the Federation of American Scientists since 1970, Stone (a mathematician by training) 
helped clinch the 1972 U.S.-Soviet treaty banning antiballistic missiles; defended Andrei Sakharov through hunger 
strikes and arrests, speeding his 1986 release from exile in Gorky; brought Cambodian nationalist leader Hun Sen to 
Washington in 1992 to solidify political resistance to a return of the genocidal Khmer Rouge; and alerted the CIA to 
Peru's Shining Path, a Maoist terrorist insurgency, which led to the arrest of the group's leader by the Peruvian 
government. Stone measures these and other qualified "successes" against numerous failed campaigns, such as efforts 
to create a legislative check to the U.S. president's first use of nuclear weapons. A freewheeling, globe-trotting activist, 
Stone secured medical care for Khrushchev's daughter Lena, who was dying of lupus; confronted then-governor 
Ronald Reagan on his dependence on astrology; and in 1996 briefed Taiwan on a scheme for reunification with 
mainland China. Although the stodgy, methodical narrative often bogs down in detail, this instructive casebook will 
challenge activists and opinion-makers, while general readers will enjoy its insider's glimpses of the foreign policy 
establishment and the corridors of power. Stone's use of four iconic symbols throughout the textAbutterfly, chain, 
open or closed doorAto flag turning points or connections is, however, silly and distracting. Photos throughout. 
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorA mathematician by training, Jeremy J. Stone has 
been the President of the Federation of American Scientists since 1973 and lives with his wife B.J. in Chevy Chase, 
Maryland. He is the son of the legendary journalist I.F. Stone. 


