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The Foundations of Epidemiology is an introductory level text intended for a broad range of courses in epidemiology, 
including those in medical schools, schools of public health, dental schools, schools of nursing, and other professional 
schools. Minimal familiarity with statistics is assumed in the book, although the text is not intended as a primary 
introduction to statistics; an appendix provides the necessary overview of statistics necessary to understand 
epidemiologic concepts, including sampling, significance testing, confidence intervals, correlation and linear 
regression, relative risks and attributable fractions, the life table, and Cohen's Kappa statistic. Basic epidemiologic 
concepts, such as rates and ratios, age adjustment, incubation periods, investigation of an outbreak time-place-and 
person, agent-value, inter- and intra-observer variability, odds ratios, randomized trials, and cohort and case-control 
study designs are illustrated using examples from a variety of conditions, including asthma, food poisoning, coronary 
heart disease, measles, stroke, lung cancer, ovarian cancer, breast cancer, venous thrombosis, histoplasmosis, lyme 
disease, and AIDS. The text consists of 13 chapters, each of which includes study problems and solutions. A 
discussion of the uses of epidemiology in clinical settings includes a guide to the critical review of medical and related 
literature.

"The definitive introduction to epidemiology."--Dr. Cedric Garland, University of California at San Diego"A standard 
text...The sections of the book on epidemiological studies and using epidemiological data are clear, comprehensive 
and use a wide range of references to illustrate the practical applications of the epidemiological techniques presented. 
The study problems at the end of each chapter are well thought out, enabling the reader to check their understanding of 
each section as they progress through the book. For those readers who are already familiar with the second edition of 
Foundations of Epidemiology, the revisions in this edition are quite extensive and include findings from recent 
epidemiological studies, such as those on AIDS and those which illustrate particular epidemiological problems. The 
third edition of Foundations of Epidemiology was built upon its tried and tested format and has successfully updated 
its content, making it a valuable book for those looking for a standard introductory text to epidemiology."--
International Journal of Epidemiology"The third edition of Foundations of Epidemiology provides a long awaited and 
much needed updating for this classic text."--Michael Moser, Kansas University Medical CenterAbout the 
AuthorDavid E. Lilienfeld is at Emmes Corporation. Paul D. Stolley is at University of Maryland School of Medicine. 


