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From Brand: Raven Pr : Fundamental Virology  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Fundamental Virology: 

8 of 19 people found the following review helpful. Written by experts for experts.By A CustomerI am an 
undergraduate student taking a course in virology, and i find this book extremely difficult to learn from. As a reference 
source for a particular virus it may be of use, but use of this book as a learning tool is foolish. Yes, this book is written 
by experts concerning a particular field, but it seems that the authors target audience is also...experts. In introducing 
fundamental concepts of virology, the text constantly uses examples to a particular virus. From this particular virus, it 
then makes reference of a mechanism of this virus. How can one make a reference to a mechanism, when one has not 
yet even been exposed to the virus family themselves? Its almost like talking about the stats of a certain sports figure, 
and then as a foot note make reference upon how the game is played.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
IndispensableBy A CustomerThis is not the most exciting book ever written about viruses, but it remains the classic 
reference work. If you want to find out about a particular virus, look here (or in the two volume Field's Virology) first. 
Each chapter is written by the absolute expert in the field. It is an indispensable resource for students, researchers, or 
anyone. It may not be sexy, but this is as good as it gets.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This book is 
very poorly written and is not recomended.By A CustomerThis book is very poorly written. I am using this book in my 
Graduate Virology class and it is extremely difficult to read. It uses very few diagrams. In addition, each chapter is 
written by a different author. So, the writing style differs thoughout the book. This is often very confusing. I do not 
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recommend this book to anyone trying to understand the concepts of virology.

This text provides an explanation of the basic and medical aspects of virology in a comprehensive format. It is 
comprised of selected chapters from the third edition of "Fields Virology" (ISBN 0-7817-0253-4) that have specific 
relevance for all medical and graduate students, as well as researchers in infectious disease and other clinical 
scientists. The book is divided into two major sections: the first addresses general principles such as virus taxonomy, 
analysis of viral membranes, defective genomes and pathogenesis of viral infection; the second section details specific 
virus families and their replication and provides critical updates on specific virus families.


