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Jay D. Aronson : Genetic Witness: Science, Law, and Controversy in the Making of DNA Profiling  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Genetic Witness: Science, 
Law, and Controversy in the Making of DNA Profiling: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Genetic Witness - ReviewedBy John R. Carpenter"Genetic Witness" 
by Jay D. Aronson is the history of the introduction, implementation, fortes and foibles of using DNA in Criminal 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813541883


cases on the National level in America.The book, "Justice and Science" by George "Woody" Clarke does the same 
thing from the view point of local and state levels based in criminal cases in San Diego, CA."Genetic Witnesses" does 
an excellent job in documenting the historic challenge of standardizing DNA markers to be an outstanding tool in the 
criminal justice system.This book covers most areas of concern regarding the use of DNA on the National level 
without getting bogged down in ad nausea or being difficult to read. The author takes the time to explain when needed 
and provides copious notes and a detailed index.One of the things that I really like about this book is the warning 
regarding the human factor in technology. We often push people to get the job done in the quickest and most cost 
effective manner. Management always acts in horror when their stress in this area pushes people to cheat to get results. 
"Give the boss what he wants" attitude regardless of the errors or contrary evidence, unrealistic deadlines and job 
loads, outdated equipment, poor training and underfunding all contribute to an impact on DNA errors and 
documentation.Not only the public has been impacted by the "CSI effect", J. D. Aronson extends, without specifically 
mentioning, this to the Judges, District Attorneys, Investigators and Lab Managers that the human factor will 
contribute unrealistic expectations and error rates from DNA evidence. The efforts to limit this are the next challenge 
in the DNA saga."Genetic Witness" is a historic book that is excellent at documenting the early rise of DNA, the 
challenges, acceptance and warning to the DNA use in the Criminal Courts in America.This book is a must read for 
those learning about DNA, criminal justice and criminology.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Glad I 
bought the bookBy Vickie LinnetI purchased this book to find out about DNA. This book answered my questions. 
Glad I bought the book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Must read sociology of science bookBy 
Chloe BirdThis book sheds light on the social production of science and the courts. A compelling read for anyone 
interested in the process through which new forms of testing and the consequences of DNA test results moved from 
the lab to the courtroom.

When DNA profiling was first introduced into the American legal system in 1987, it was heralded as a technology that 
would revolutionize law enforcement. As an investigative tool, it has lived up to much of this hypeit is regularly used 
to track down unknown criminals, put murderers and rapists behind bars, and exonerate the innocent. Yet, this promise 
took ten turbulent years to be fulfilled. In Genetic Witness, Jay D. Aronson uncovers the dramatic early history of 
DNA profiling that has been obscured by the techniques recent success. He demonstrates that robust quality control 
and quality assurance measures were initially nonexistent, interpretation of test results was based more on assumption 
than empirical evidence, and the technique was susceptible to error at every stage. Most of these issues came to light 
only through defense challenges to what prosecutors claimed to be an infallible technology. Although this process was 
fraught with controversy, inefficiency, and personal antagonism, the quality of DNA evidence improved dramatically 
as a result. Aronson argues, however, that the dream of a perfect identification technology remains unrealized.

"Thorough and detailed, Aronson's work will be the definitive treatment of the recent history of DNA typing." 


