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Behavior is shaped by both genetics and experience--nature and nurture. This book synthesizes research from 
behavioral genetics and animal and veterinary science, bridging the gap between these fields. The objective is to show 
that principles of behavioral genetics have practical applications to agricultural and companion animals. The 
continuing domestication of animals is a complex process whose myriad impacts on animal behavior are commonly 
under-appreciated. Genetic factors play a significant role in both species-specific behaviors and behavioral differences 
exhibited by individuals in the same species. Leading authorities explore the impact of increased intensities of 
selection on domestic animal behavior. Rodents, cattle, pigs, sheep, horses, herding and guard dogs, and poultry are all 
included in these discussions of genetics and behavior, making this book useful to veterinarians, livestock producers, 
laboratory animal researchers and technicians, animal trainers and breeders, and any researcher interested in animal 
behavior.Includes four new chapters on dog and fox behavior, pig behavior, the effects of domestication and horse 
behaviorSynthesizes research from behavioral genetics, animal science, and veterinary literatureBroaches fields of 
behavior genetics and behavioral researchIncludes practical applications of principles discovered by behavioral 
genetics researchersCovers many species ranging from pigs, dogs, foxes, rodents, cattle, horses, and cats

"This book investigates the influence of domestication, genetics, and environment in the development of an animals 
behaviorThis book will be of interest and value to students studying animal or veterinary sciences, especially those 
unfamiliar with the differences in animal behaviors among various species."--Journal of the American Veterinary 
Medicine Association, September 15, 2013 


