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J. H. L. Playfair, B.M. Chain : Immunology at a Glance  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Immunology at a Glance: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Not very useful.....By Radiology guyI enjoyed "Metabolism at a 
glance" immensely. So, I purchased this thinking it'd help me as well. This is a very poor book. For an example, for 
the complement system the index states that page 7 has information on this topic. However, page 7 is titled "How to 
use this book". Of the 4 times I've tried to use the index I was directed to a page that had nothing to do with what I was 
looking for. Each topic is devoted 2 pages, left and right of the open book form. The right page simply has definitions 
related to the topic. Left page has an illustration for the topic. But, I have yet to find clear explanation for any of the 
topic I wanted to learn. The cartoon illustrations are a bit too complicated and this confusion is compounded by the 
text saying things like "note the central role of such and such.....in the illustration" when the illustration is a bit too 
complex with too many arrows. I'd not buy this book.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Get started 
learning immunologyBy Richard KatzI never learned any immunology; never took a course in it, or read the textbook, 
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just picked up what I picked up by reading peripheral journal articles. If you are like me, then buy this short book and 
read it cover to cover and study the pictures and you'll be amazed how much of your scattered knowledge of 
immunology will get pulled together. You won't want to admit to yourself how fuzzy your grasp of lots of things about 
the immune system is/was.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Easy to understandBy miked113This 
book is simply written to help someone without a large background in microbiology understand how the immune 
system works. The diagrams and pictures were very helpful as well.

The at a Glance series is popular among medical students and junior doctors for its concise and simple approach and 
excellent illustrations. Each bite-sized chapter is covered in a double-page spread with colour summary diagrams on 
the left page and explanatory text on the right. Covering a wide range of topics, books in the at a Glance series are 
ideal as introductory subject texts or for revision purposes, and are useful throughout medical school and beyond. 
Everything you need to know about Immunology...at a Glance! Following the familiar, easy-to-use at a Glance format, 
and now in full-colour, Immunology at a Glance, the first in the series, is an accessible introduction and revision text 
for medical students. Fully revised and updated to reflect changes to the content and assessment methods used by 
medical schools, this at a Glance provides a user-friendly overview of immunology to encapsulate all that the student 
needs to know. This new edition of Immunology at a Glance: Contains full-colour artwork throughout, making the 
subject even easier to understand Presents schematic diagrams on the left page and concise explanations on the right 
Shows the essential relationships between cells, molecules, and processes of immunity, with a complete checklist of 
definitions and details Includes new self-assessment tutorials suitable for medical and biomedical science courses 
Includes new chapters on Innate Immune Recognition, Investigating Immunity, and Immunity and the Genome This 
book is a concise and accessible introduction and revision aid for all students of bioscience and 
medicine/paramedicine, and the busy clinician or specialist, who want a quick, yet thorough, grasp of immunology.

"Professor Playfair has succeeded in offering a condensed, readable notebook or dictionary of immunology whose 
greatest worth rests with the simple yet intricate figures which highlight the 34 chapters" Trends in Biotechnology on 
the fourth editionFrom the Back CoverThe at a Glance series is popular among medical students and junior doctors for 
its concise and simple approach and excellent illustrations. Each bite-sized chapter is covered in a double-page spread 
with colour summary diagrams on the left page and explanatory text on the right. Covering a wide range of topics, 
books in the at a Glance series are ideal as introductory subject texts or for revision purposes, and are useful 
throughout medical school and beyond. Everything you need to know about Immunology...at a Glance! Following the 
familiar, easy-to-use at a Glance format, and now in full-colour, Immunology at a Glance, the first in the series, is an 
accessible introduction and revision text for medical students. Fully revised and updated to reflect changes to the 
content and assessment methods used by medical schools, this at a Glance provides a user-friendly overview of 
immunology to encapsulate all that the student needs to know. This new edition of Immunology at a Glance: Contains 
full-colour artwork throughout, making the subject even easier to understand Presents schematic diagrams on the left 
page and concise explanations on the right Shows the essential relationships between cells, molecules, and processes 
of immunity, with a complete checklist of definitions and details Includes new self-assessment tutorials suitable for 
medical and biomedical science courses Includes new chapters on Innate Immune Recognition, Investigating 
Immunity, and Immunity and the Genome This book is a concise and accessible introduction and revision aid for all 
students of bioscience and medicine/paramedicine, and the busy clinician or specialist, who want a quick, yet 
thorough, grasp of immunology.About the AuthorProfessor John H L Playfair MB BChir PhD DSc, Emeritus 
Professor of Immunology, University College London, UK. Professor Benjamin M Chain BA, PhD, FRCPath, 
Professor of Immunology and Head of Department at the Windeyer Institute of Medical Sciences, University College 
London, UK. 


