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Daniel J. Kevles : In the Name of Eugenics: Genetics and the Uses of Human Heredity  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In the Name of Eugenics: Genetics and the 
Uses of Human Heredity: 

46 of 50 people found the following review helpful. Interested in U.S. eugenics movement, must have this book!By K. 
L Sadler...This was one of the most widely recommended and referenced books by those who disagree or agree with 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674445570


the eugenics movement in the United States. Those who lambasted the scientific idiots running the eugenics 
movement as being prejudiced and biased in their science, lauded this book as one of the most complete of all recent 
books written on this topic. Those who support the motives behind eugenics, fixed upon this particular book and 
author as the one they needed to tear apart. That gives readers an idea of how accurately Kelves pushed the buttons of 
those who would practice eugenics, euthanasia, doctor-assisted suicide, and other such controversial practices. Kelves 
research job is outstanding, and even though the reader can tell the opinion of Kevles from the way he writes, he 
certainly more than backed up his writing with pertinent references and cross-references.In fact, I enjoyed reading his 
references and bibliography, because it was just loaded with information that he chose not to use in the text of his 
book. I also tend to go searching through his index and references for extra information because of all of the books I've 
read on eugenics here in the U.S. his is the most valid and inclusive of everything I've seen so far. This is a topic 
which is very difficult to read, let alone write about, without developing very strong opinions not only of the 
movement itself, but of the people involved one way or another in this particular stain on American history. See...I 
cannot even keep my own mouth shut for writing a short review on a book on the topic...I cannot imagine researching 
it for a period of years and being expected to remain distant and objective about it. Kevles does a relatively good job 
presenting the facts and not becoming too strident about the questionable scientific practices which flourished in order 
to 'prove' preconceived ideas and beliefs. The book is extremely readable (especially compared to most textbooks for 
sociology or ethics), and I can understand why professors would recommend this book to their students rather than 
reading a dry textbook. I certainly have no plans to get rid of my copy, and I will be lending it out and recommending 
it to those I teach concerning the disabled and bioethics. ...5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. 
FantasticBy A. JohnsonI am an engineer and lawyer - my science and legal background attract me to this subject. For 
those interested in science, it is a lesson against having too much faith in scientific conclusions of the day, especially 
when it harms people. For those interested in the law, it shows how much constitutional interpretation has changed 
over the years. In the infamous Buck v. Bell case of 1927, the Supreme Court famously held that "three generations of 
imbeciles are enough," and that the state had the right to remove "genetic threats" to society by sterilizing whomever 
they deemed "unfit." This often meant pregnant, unmarried women would go to a hospital to give birth, and have their 
tubes tied without their permission. Poor families in Appalachia were rounded up and given the snip. All in all, tens of 
thousands of Americans lost their ability to procreate in this insane chapter of U.S. history - a chapter that even 
inspired the Nazi's! It's an extremely interesting story thoroughly told in a very readable way in this book.4 of 9 people 
found the following review helpful. Better than the average book, about eugenicsBy Dalton C. RochaWell, I'll be 
sincere.This book is just regular about eugenics.Someone will ask me about the fact that I gave, four stars, instead of 
three stars.Well, I did this, because this book is better than the average, about eugenics.This book has many failures:1-
Has nothing about eugenics in latin American.In countries such as Mexico, Bolivia, Brazil,etc. eugenics was a left's 
monopoly.2-Has nothing about eugenics in Japan.Japanese royal family gave complete support to eugenics, during 
decades.3-This book has almost nothing about eugenics, in former Soviet Union.On page 191, there's just a few 
swntences about this.Even so, former USSR, not Nazi Germany was the first country to put eugenics at the center of 
its politics.The first national eugenics association, suppported by one state was created by Lenin himself, in january, 
1918.Its leader was Trotsky.This video: [...]has something, about eugenics in Soviet Union.4-This book fall on the 
same fraud of claiming that eugenics, became the "mother" of human genetics.Eugenicists really made a few 
discoveries in human genetics.The vast "research" in eugenics was nothing more than frauds and failures.In fact, ALL 
american "philanthropic" foundations linked to eugenics on past(Rockefeller,Carnegie,etc.) became "malthusianists" 
foundation between 1939 and 1970 decade and are noww all "ecologists" foundations.The site [..] related shows a 
short discuss of a man that was a racist, eugenicist and is now an ecologist.5-The page 56 has less than five words, 
about the inheritance of pellagra.In fact, the claim that pellagra was caused, by inheritance caused the deaths of tens of 
thousands of deaths in the USA;mainly among colored population.Worldwide this claim-supported by "philanthropic" 
american foundations such as Carnegie and Rockefeller foundations sent to madness and death, hundreds of thousands 
of persons;mainly in third world.6-About the support of royal families of Europe and american presidents, to eugenics, 
there's almost nothing.These same royal families are now supporting ecology.7-Supporters of eugenics became 
abortion's supporters, but this book has nothing, about this fact.Beyond doubt, this book is better than the average, 
about eugenics.Even so, there's these and others failures.

Daniel Kevles traces the study and practice of eugenics--the science of "improving" the human species by exploiting 
theories of heredity--from its inception in the late nineteenth century to its most recent manifestation within the field of 
genetic engineering. It is rich in narrative, anecdote, attention to human detail, and stories of competition among 
scientists who have dominated the field.

.com In the 19th century, when the idea of eugenics (selective breeding to generate superior members of a species) 
was invited off the farm and into the parlor, it was a far-fetched notion with little possibility of success driven by 
clearly racist motivations. But at the end of the 20th century, biotechnological techniques and other agendas are 



making forms of human eugenics plausible. Rich in anecdote, narrative, and fact. An important book. A revealing 
study of the tangled history of the eugenics movement and its relation to the science of human genetics...Kevles makes 
clear the symbiotic relations between the genuine science of genetics [and] the political programs and prejudices of the 
eugenicists. (Leon J. Kamin New York Times Book )A lucid and intricate history of eugenics...which has long been 
the preserve of specialists. Yet an understanding of that history is central to informed debate on issues affecting the 
public in general and scientists in particular. Kevles's lively and informative book makes that debate possible. It 
deserves a wide audience. (Diane B. Paul Scientific American)All the more powerful for confronting folly [with] 
urbanity and a clear eye. (Horace Freeland Judson New Republic)The historical sweep that [Kevles] brings to bear in 
this marvellous book should make us ponder over the tenacity of eugenic theories. What does it say about our thought 
processes and the social structures that foster them? In addition to a gripping text Kevles provides copious notes and 
an essay on sources. He weaves personal histories into the history of the field so skillfully, blending anecdote, hard 
science and--albeit in a restricted sense--sociology, all in the correct proportions, all with enviable style and verve, that 
it is only after putting the book down that you realize you have been instructed while being entertained. (Vidyanand 
Nanjundiah Journal of Genetics)The finest of all books on the history of eugenics. (Stephen Jay Gould, Harvard 
University)From the Back CoverAll the more powerful for confronting folly with urbanity and a clear eye.'' 


