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Ronald Bailey : Liberation Biology: The Scientific and Moral Case for the Biotech Revolution  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Liberation Biology: The Scientific and 
Moral Case for the Biotech Revolution: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great, But Getting OldBy Paul F.Great book. Would be even better 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1591022274


with an update. Science doesn't age well, and this one is showing its age.43 of 47 people found the following review 
helpful. The Libertarian Case for BiotechnologyBy Larry ArnhartThis is a clear and vigorous statement of the 
libertarian position on biotechnology. Bailey argues for "liberation biology" as "the earthly quest to overcome the 
physical and mental limitations imposed on us by nature, enabling us to flourish as never before."Bailey insists that the 
technological manipulation of nature to satisfy human desires has been part of human life at least since the 
development of civilization based on agriculture. Using biotechnology to enhance human nature--to promote our 
physical and mental health and to extend our life span--is a continuation of this ancient human effort to conquer nature 
by articial means.Although he recognizes the need for some legal regulation to secure the safety and efficacy of 
biotech products and to protect against force and fraud, Bailey prefers to leave adults free to decide for themselves 
(and their children) whether to employ biotechnology to enhance life. People will make mistakes. But they will learn 
by trial and error what uses of biotech are desirable and what not. Some people will decide to avoid such biotech 
advancements--following in the tradition of the Amish and other groups that choose to restrict their reliance on 
technology.In arguing for this libertarian position, Bailey attacks both the bioconservatives (such as Francis Fukuyama 
and Leon Kass) and the Leftist bioluddites (such as Jeremy Rifkin and Bill McKibben).I find Bailey's reasoning 
generally persuasive, although I think that at some points he exaggerates the power of biotech for changing human 
nature. He appeals to the natural human desires as the moral motivation for biotech--for example, the natural desire of 
parents to care for the health and happiness of their children. It's hard for me to see how biotech is going to alter, or 
even abolish, those desires. (I have elaborated this point in my book DARWINIAN CONSERVATISM.)Bailey has a 
clear argument that is forcefully presented. He has made a great contribution to the continuing debate over 
biotechnology and the future of human nature.1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great read.By clionaI 
truly enjoyed this book. My biology professor suggested it, and I was not disappointed. Anyone interested in the 
history of this field, and the major players will enjoy reading this.

The 21st century will undoubtedly witness unprecedented advances in understanding the mechanisms of the human 
body and in developing biotechnology. With the mapping of the human genome, the pace of discovery is now on the 
fast track. By the middle of the century we can expect that the rapid progress in biology and biotechnology will utterly 
transform human life. What was once the stuff of science fiction may now be within reach in the not-too-distant future: 
20-to-40-year leaps in average life spans, enhanced human bodies, drugs and therapies to boost memory and speed up 
mental processing, and a genetic science that allows parents to ensure that their children will have stronger immune 
systems, more athletic bodies, and cleverer brains. Even the prospect of human immortality beckons.Such scenarios 
excite many people and frighten or appall many others. Already biotechnology opponents are organizing political 
movements aimed at restricting scientific research, banning the development and commercialization of various 
products and technologies, and limiting citizens access to the fruits of the biotech revolution.In this forward-looking 
book Ronald Bailey, science writer for Reason magazine, argues that the coming biotechnology revolution, far from 
endangering human dignity, will liberate human beings to achieve their full potentials by enabling more of us to live 
flourishing lives free of disease, disability, and the threat of early death. Bailey covers the full range of the coming 
biotechnology breakthroughs, from stem-cell research to third-world farming, from brain-enhancing 
neuropharmaceuticals to designer babies. Against critics of these trends, who forecast the nightmare society of 
Huxleys Brave New World, Bailey persuasively shows in lucid and well-argued prose that the health, safety, and 
ethical concerns raised by worried citizens and policymakers are misplaced.Liberation Biology makes a positive, 
optimistic, and convincing case that the biotechnology revolution will improve our lives and the future of our children, 
while preserving and enhancing the natural environment.

"...Bailey's mastery of the arguments, and his roster of the best people to talk to, are second to none." -- Matt Ridley, 
author of Genome, Nature Via Nurture: Genes, Experience, and What Makes Us Human and The Red Queen: Sex and 
Evolution of Human Nature."...neither minces words nor shrinks from a good rumble,...that is what makes Liberation 
Biology so engaging and powerful." -- Greg Stock, author of Redesigning Humans: Our Inevitable Genetic 
Future."...provides the closely reasoned analysis that,...ought to guide public policy with respect to biotechnology an 
bioengineering." -- Arthur Caplan, The Emanuel and Robert Hart Professor of Bioethics, Chair of the Department of 
Medical Ethics and Director, Center for Bioethics University of PennsylvaniaAbout the AuthorRonald Bailey 
(Charlottesville, VA) is the science correspondent for Reason magazine, a former television producer, and the author 
of Global Warming and Other Eco-Myths and Eco-Scam: The False Prophets of the Apocalypse. His articles and 
reviews have appeared in the New York Times Book , the Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, Smithsonian, 
National , Forbes, and many other publications. 


