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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent and ThoroughBy G.G.Excellent book and very well 
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written. This book caused the Mormon church to alter the wording of its introduction to the Book of Mormon. Very 
thorough and very effective evidence provided here. I highly recommend it.10 of 11 people found the following 
review helpful. My Review of Losing a Lost TribeBy Glen R. BleakReading this book, reminded me of another 
famous scientist called Kepler. Kepler tried for twenty years to explain the orbits of the planets using the perfect 
pristine solid objects as dedicated by the religion of the day and could not make them work. He stated "If I could only 
have accepted that eight minute degree of error." But of course, being a mathematician and scientist, he placed his 
scientific intuition over his religious convictions and he could not accept this error. Then of course, he went on to 
produce the fundamental laws of orbiting bodies. Kepler was excommunicated from the church. Men like this, 
advances knowledge.The amazing aspect of this book is not the disclaiming the Mormonism as much as it has verified 
the logical theory of migration of the human species out of Africa. This is the amazing part of this book, it follows the 
migration of mankind beautifully. Disclaiming the Mormon doctrine was a given. Scripture does not dedicate Race. 
The environment, the availability of characteristics within the gene pool, and selection by a natural process determines 
Race. This sounds like something I heard before. In fact, since I'm on this subject matter, Evolution is not a theory, but 
a "Fact." The fossil record has verified that life has changed over time which is the definition of Evolution. How 
Evolution works by Natural Selection is the theory. So please, correct this misnomer,and make Evolution as a "Fact" 
and Natural Selection as the "Theory."The DNA trail of Polynesians and the American Indians agrees beautifully with 
the most logical migration of humans from the Asian stock. From the Southeast Asia east to the islands of the Pacific 
and from the Northern Asia to the Americans through the Bering Strait.The discussion about Religion fostering 
Science, again, this claim is not true by documented recorded history. If I remember my history, it was the Greek 
Philosophers at about 500 B.C.E. came up with the Philosophy of Science that called themselves "Natural 
Philosophers" I believe one them was called Thales of Miletus that was given the credit for the first. If anyone wants to 
know the Philosophy of Science is "to study natural phenomena's through there natural process excluding the Gods 
and that includes the Judea, Christian, Moslem and the Mormon's as well. Good old Gould, he has the right idea about 
Religion and Science. In regards to combine religion and science, I believe we tried this once before and we still refer 
to that period of time as the "Dark Ages". Also, when the Pope approached Professor Hawkings and asked him not to 
venture into the Big Bang, since that was God's domain, the Dark Ages is still banging at the door. Let Science take of 
care of the natural world and let Religion take care of the spiritual world and let's keep it that way.The Book of 
Mormon is the most racial religious book that I have ever encountered. Superior race of course being the white 
Caucasian Race, all other Races being inferior, especially the black race being at the bottom of the totem pole. No 
wonder this book was popular in the 1800's, it went along with removing the American Indians from there land and 
kept the institution of slavery intact. However, I heard that the Mormon's have changed there policy about inferior 
races and allowed them now to hold priesthood. Hum, I wonder what there policy is on interracial marriages? But,this 
doesn't make the Book of Mormon less racial because the words of racism is still there and without amendments or 
editing of this book, they will always be there. The Mormon Doctrine of the lost tribe has been a thorn in the side of 
Mormonism since the 1920's. Perpetrating an untruth will make them to deceive, manipulate, use figurative instead of 
literally thinking, create confusion, demand absolute obedience, requiring opponents to prove a negative and like any 
good lawyer defending a suspect guilty of crime, attack the evidence in an effort to maintain there religious doctrine. 
This is an old story of the past that Galileo, Kepler, and other famous scientists went through. The mounting evidence 
and advancement of knowledge will eventually overwhelm them. All I can say about this situation, is that the Mormon 
leaders better get some revelations that will take the Mormon religion out of the 18th century into the 21st century or 
there going to be left behind. Other religions has survived, Conpernicus (Sun Center Universe) Galileo, (Telescope) 
Kepler, (Laws of Orbiting Bodies), Charles Darwin (Evolution) and other famous scientists that contradicted religion 
dogma of there day. Mormonism can survive modern day science, if they choose to do so. I would hate to see this 
religion fade away, because it does have good family values and good healthy living.6 of 6 people found the following 
review helpful. DNA and MormonsBy ReaderGreat book! I have read many books on Mormonism and this one stands 
near the top. Southerton gives a perspective on DNA and the troubles it creates for Latter-Day Saints. Southerton 
explains the best he can, for the non scientist, how DNA lineage works and how it can be traced back to its ancestors. I 
highly recommend this book for people interested in the subject.

For the past 175 years, the Latter-day Saint Church has taught that Native Americans and Polynesians are descended 
from ancient seafaring Israelites. Recent DNA research confirms what anthropologists have been saying for nearly as 
many years, that Native Americans are originally from Siberia and Polynesians from Southeast Asia. In the current 
volume, molecular biologist Simon Southerton explains the theology and the science and how the former is being 
reshaped by the latter.In the Book of Mormon, the Jewish prophet Lehi says the following after arriving by boat in 
America in 600 BCE:Wherefore, I, Lehi, have obtained a promise, that inasmuch as those whom the Lord God shall 
bring out of the land of Jerusalem shall keep his commandments, they shall prosper upon the face of this land; and 
they shall be kept from all other nations, that they may possess this land unto themselves (2 Ne. 1:9).



From Publishers WeeklyFrom the time of its publication in 1830, both the Book of Mormon and its translator, Joseph 
Smith Jr., have been the focus of admiration as well as criticism. The book's account of pre-Christian journeys from 
the Middle East to the Americas and subsequent identification of North American indigenous populations with 
Israelite tribes was not uncommon among Smith's contemporaries. Southerton, an Australian molecular scientist, 
explores these claims from a scientific standpoint and concludes that there is no evidence of Israelite descent among 
American Indians, Polynesians or others identified as ancestors of Book of Mormon peoples. Discussions about 
genetics and heredity can be a bit impenetrable to the nonscientist, but these constitute only part of the book. The 
author, raised Mormon but no longer a believer, uses the DNA issue to launch an attack on both bad science and what 
he perceives as widespread racism in the LDS Church. He blames the Book of Mormon for what he calls the church's 
"insidious view of a superior white race." Southerton proffers a book that is part scientific exploration and part anti-
Mormon polemic, so it's likely to be closely studied by the Mormon apologetic community. Readers will decide for 
themselves how credible his arguments are. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All 
rights reserved.About the AuthorSimon G. Southerton is Principal Research Scientist in the Applied Biotechnology 
and Genomics area of the Commonwealth Scientific laboratories (CSIRO) in Canberra, Australia. His Ph.D. is from 
the University of Sydney. He has published inNew Phytologist, Plant Journal, Plant Molecular Biology,andPlant 
Physiology.He served an LDS mission to Melbourne in the 1980s. 


