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Steve Olson : Mapping Human History: Genes, Race, and Our Common Origins  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mapping Human History: Genes, Race, and Our 
Common Origins: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Outdated but still valid.By J.Z.It was already a bit old when I got my 
hands on it... How old? Well, the author was discussing Neanderthal heritage in current populations, and I already 
know that I'm ~2.6% Neanderthal thanks to 23andMe.Still, a lot of the ideas presented are very valid, if you have it 
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around go ahead and read it, but there might be updated material somewhere else, and that's perfectly acceptable, that's 
science working for us!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Mapping Human History, Genes, Race, and 
Our Common OridinsBy Mikhail ReynbergThis excellent book written by renowned science writer represents 
contemporary knowledge in one of most thrillingsphere of science - history of migration humans from Central Africa 
across four continents. I consider this bookas a sort of proper sequel of Richard Dawkins's book "The greatest show on 
Earth". I love both books. Tolaola0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must readBy 78987Challenges 
your assumptions about genetics, racial identity and diversity. It's a great read for anyone who's open to new ideas 
about who we are as humans, or even for those who aren't.

In a journey across four continents, acclaimed science writer Steve Olson traces the origins of modern humans and the 
migrations of our ancestors throughout the world over the past 150,000 years. Like Jared Diamond's Guns, Germs and 
Steel, Mapping Human History is a groundbreaking synthesis of science and history. Drawing on a wide range of 
sources, including the latest genetic research, linguistic evidence, and archaeological findings, Olson reveals the 
surprising unity among modern humans and "demonstrates just how naive some of our ideas about our human ancestry 
have been" (Discover).Olson offers a genealogy of all humanity, explaining, for instance, why everyone can claim 
Julius Caesar and Confucius as forebears. Olson also provides startling new perspectives on the invention of 
agriculture, the peopling of the Americas, the origins of language, the history of the Jews, and more. An engaging and 
lucid account, Mapping Human History will forever change how we think about ourselves and our relations with 
others.

"Olson raises the level of discourse to a new high, assembling powerful evidence to support the no-races hypothesis." 
Kirkus s"An engaging and fast-paced look at a subject that has profound implications for our everyday lives." 
Publishers Weekly"An instructive overview of human history." Boston Herald 


