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Historically, the study of infection has focused on acute illnesses and their treatment. Infection, however, is not simply 
an acute process; microbial agents thrive in the human body throughout life. The unrecognized, intimate relationship 
we share with microorganisms is a critical factor in longevity and health. In recent years, it has become apparent that 
some cancers may be attributable to underlying chronic infection. Fortunately, infectious diseases are often treatable or 
preventable. Also, the composition of infectious agents is far less complex than that of humans. Thus the link between 
infection and cancer may offer insight into the pathogenesis and prevention of all cancers. This book, authored by 
some of the world's leaders in microbiology, virology, biochemistry, and pathology, provides an overview of 
oncogenic mechanisms imputed to infection. Individual chapters examine the epidemiologic, clinical and molecular 
links between specific infectious agents and cancer, and address methods of disease prevention. Microbiologists, 
cancer biologists, pathologists, oncologists, and infectious disease specialists interested in the etiology of malignancy 
will find this book an indispensable addition to their libraries.

" ... intended this book as a reference volume for all those interested in microbes as a cause of cancer .... reaches this 
goal... " Canadian Journal of Medical Laboratory Sciences (vol.62,no.3,2000)Noted in Canadian Journal of Medical 
Laboratory Science"The editor has provided an outstanding if not unique resource that carefully documents the current 
evidence linking microbial agents to human cancer. The list of internationally recognized contributors makes this text 
an authoritative and valuable resource for any investigator or studentinterested in this area of research. I highly 
recommend the acquisition of this text, either as part of one's personal library or as an institutional holding."--Doody's 
JournalMicrobes and Malignancy offers thorough reviews of the diseases caused by the Epstein -Barr virus, HHV-8, 
the hepatitis B and C viruses, H. pylori, and other relevant microbes.The New England Journal of MedicineAbout the 
AuthorJulie Parsonnet, Departments of Medicine and Health Research and Policy, Stanford University School of 
Medicine. 


