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Vandana Shiva : Monocultures of the Mind: Perspectives on Biodiversity and Biotechnology  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Monocultures of the Mind: Perspectives 
on Biodiversity and Biotechnology: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. BUY THE BOOKBy Cinema AirI purchased the book after 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1856492184


watching some of her lectures/talks. She repeatedly makes reference to the "monoculture" attitude. This attitude is 
truly an important concept to improve your critical thinking and, therefore, decision making skills. This shift in 
perspective provides one with some of the foundations required for independent and intelligent thinking.This book 
should be purchased and read not simply for the content, but also for the methods of thought employed to explain the 
core ideas of the book. Those of you who find Charlie Munger interesting should find Vandana Shiva right up your 
alley due to her multi-perspective/disciplinary independent thinking.Also, it gives you glimpses of history that have 
either been forgotten or glossed over. This too will add to your ability to look at international events... or even simply 
teach you how to interpret news stories or articles. BUY IT.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Monocultures of the mindBy zorbathebutcherExcellent mind opening , thinking book,a nice book to meditate on.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy MatipvA must read in the subject

Vandana Shiva has established herself as a leading independent thinker and voice for the South in that critically 
important nexus where questions of development strategy, the environment and the posititon of women in society 
coincide. In this new volume, she brings together her thinking on the protection of biodiversity, the implications of 
biotechnology, and the consequences for agriculture of the global pre-eminence of Western-style scientific knowledge. 
In lucid and accessible fashion, she examines the current threats to the planet's biodiversity and the environmental and 
human consequences of its erosion and replacement by monocultural production. She shows how the new Biodiversity 
Convention has been gravely undermined by a mixture of diplomatic dilution during the process of negotiation and 
Northern hi-tech interests making money out of the new biotechnologies. She explains what these technologies involve 
and gives examples of their impact in practice. She questions their claims to improving natural species for the good of 
all and highlights the ethical and environmental problems posed. Underlying her arguments is the view that the North's 
particular approach to scientific understanding has led to a system of monoculture in agriculture - a model that is not 
being foisted on the South, displacing its societies' ecologically sounder, indigenous and age-old experiences of truly 
sustainable food cultivation, forest management and animal husbandry. This rapidly accelerating process of 
technology and system transfer is impoverishing huge numbers of people, disrupting the social systems that provide 
them with security and dignity, and will ultimately result in a sterile planet in both North and South, In a policy 
intervention of potentially great significance, she calls instead for a halt, at international as well as local level, to the 
aid and market incentives to both large-scale destruction of habitats where biodiversity thrives and the introduction of 
centralised, homogenous systems of cultivation.

'One of the world's most prominent radical scientists' The Guardian'Shiva has devoted her life to fighting for the rights 
of ordinary people in India. Her fierce intellect and her disarmingly friendly, accessible manner have made her a 
valuable advocate for people all over the developing world.' Ms Magazine'The South's best known environmentalist.' 
New Internationalist'Shiva is a burst of creative energy, an intellectual power.' The ProgressiveAbout the 
AuthorVandana Shiva was one of India's leading physicists and is now a leading environmental campaigner, the 
winner of the Alternative Nobel Peace Prize and the author of several books, including Soil not Oil (2008), Earth 
Democracy (2005) and Stolen Harvest (2001). 


